
MINUTES OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, 30th January 2008 at 7.30 pm 

 
PRESENT:  John Mann (Chair, Independent Member) and Councillors Powney and 
Sneddon.  
 
Apologies for absence for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Colwill and 
Rochelle Gelman (Vice-Chair, Independent Member). 
 
 
1. Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
 

None. 
 

2. Deputations 
  
 None. 
 
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 

RESOLVED:- 
 
that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th October 2007 be 
approved as an accurate record. 

 
4. Matters Arising 

 
None. 
 

5. Review of Members’ Expenses – May 2006 to April 2007 
 

The Mayor’s Office and Member Development Manager, Adam Pokun, 
introduced a report which outlined the provision made for the payment of 
expenses to members over this period.  He explained that reimbursement was 
made for standard class train travel and car travel when this took place out of 
borough and when notification was made in advance of the event.  Members 
heard that the information was published and regularly updated on the 
Council’s website as well as within a locally circulating newspaper.  Some 
members expressed the view that the information should be published in the 
Brent magazine rather than a local newspaper, and the Borough Solicitor 
agreed to consult legal guidelines and report back to members. 
 
Members requested further information regarding two claims for expenses 
reimbursement which had been rejected, and were informed that one claim for 
refreshments had been rejected as these were not normally reimbursed, while 
the second claim had not been approved in advance, nor been incurred during 
the normal course of the member’s duty as a councillor. 

 
 There was discussion of the lengthy distances travelled to some training 

courses and members agreed that training courses should always be sought 
from a local venue if possible. 
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RESOLVED:- 
 
that the Committee note this report. 

 
6. The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 – 

Changes to the Ethical Standards Framework 
 

The Committee received a report from the Borough Solicitor which set out the 
new duties imposed on the Committee as a result of the new framework.  
Members heard that as a result, changes would be made to the way that 
allegations of misconduct were investigated; that members of the Standards 
Committee would be responsible for considering an initial referral related to any 
allegations of misconduct as well as a review of a decision not to investigate, 
and any investigations into allegations.  The Committee would also be 
responsible for granting and supervising any exemptions regarding officers 
appointed to politically restricted posts. 

 
Members heard that this report linked closely to the report contained under item 
7, and agreed to take any discussion under the next item. 

 
7. New Requirements for Considering Complaints against Members 
 

The Borough Solicitor introduced the report, which examined the new 
procedure to be followed regarding complaints about members following the 
introduction of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 
2007.  She detailed the three separate stages of the procedure for which the 
Committee would be responsible when faced with an allegation of misconduct, 
namely: 
 
a) an initial referral; 
b) a review of a decision not to investigate; 
c) hearing the allegation 
 
The makeup of the Committee would need to alter in light of the new procedure 
and three different options were put forward for altering the size and 
composition of the Committee. 
 
Members discussed the possibility of appointing alternate members to the 
Committee, which would present members with the possibility of nominating 
another member to attend in their stead.  The Borough Solicitor acknowledged 
that the practice of alternate members may alleviate problems with quoracy, but 
expressed the view that it may also hinder full members from building up a 
valuable speciality in standards and ethics.  Following further questions from 
members, the Borough Solicitor agreed to research whether it would be viable 
to appoint alternate members.  
 
There was some discussion regarding the possibility of forming a joint 
Standards Committee with another London borough; however it was noted that 
such an option could be labour-intensive in terms of the administration involved 
and that the options contained in the report presented a more efficient use of 
member and officer time. 
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The Committee expressed support for the proposal that additional independent 
members be sought for the expanded Committee.  There was discussion about 
the desirability of maintaining a political balance and it was noted that this 
would not be possible in the proposed sub-committees, given their likely size. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(i) that the changes to be the composition of the Standards Committee 

required as a result of the Local Government and Public Involvement in 
Health Act be noted; 

 
(ii) that the options for change discussed in this report be noted; 
 
(iii) that the Borough Solicitor carry out a consultation on these options with 

the political groups, and report back to the Committee at the next 
meeting, scheduled for 26th March 2008; 

 
(iv) that the Monitoring Officer develop guidance and procedures relating to 

initial assessments, review of assessments, investigations and hearings, 
to be brought to this Committee for consideration when regulations are 
issued. 

 
8. Planning Code of Practice Review 
 

The Committee received a report from the Borough Solicitor on the review of 
the Planning Code of Practice which took place between June 2006 and July 
2007.   
 
Some members referred to the need for Planning Committee members to 
register and declare any approaches to them by an interested party, and 
expressed some concern that this practice may not be strictly adhered to.  The 
Borough Solicitor noted members’ view that all members (not just Planning 
Committee members) should be reminded of the importance of disclosing all 
such approaches at the relevant meeting.  Members also expressed the view 
that it would be useful if such disclosures could be published on the appropriate 
webpage of the Council’s website. 
 
The Committee discussed the Borough Solicitor’s comments on the review, 
included in the report.  The view was expressed that publication of such a 
document in multiple languages would not necessarily facilitate public 
understanding of the issues involved.  Members also commented that it would 
not necessarily be appropriate to establish an additional group of officers and 
the Chair of the Planning Committee to consider issues raised as a result of the 
implementation of the Code, as any such issues should be referred to the 
Standards Committee. 
 
The Borough Solicitor suggested that the Register of Approaches made to 
Planning Committee members could be held by her office rather than by the 
Planning Department, and members concurred with this view. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
(i) that the findings of the Planning Code of Practice: Independent Review 

for the period June 2006 to May 2007, and the comments of the Borough 
Solicitor, be noted. 

 
(ii) that the recommendations included in the report be presented to full 

Council for agreement if necessary. 
 

9. Annual Report of the Monitoring Officer (including the Review of the 
Register of Gifts and Hospitality and the Register of Members’ Interests) 

 
The Committee received a report from the Borough Solicitor which provided an 
update on member conduct issues and the work of the Standards Committee 
and the Monitoring Officer during the period May 2006 to April 2007. 
 
Some members noted that three of the entries contained in the Register of Gifts 
and Hospitality had been declared outside the required 28 day period and 
asked for additional information.  The Borough Solicitor advised that a referral 
had been made to the Standards Board for England, which would be subject to 
investigation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
that the report be noted. 

 
10. Any Other Urgent Business 
 
 Planning approaches 
 

Councillor Powney enquired whether it would be possible to register 
approaches made to Planning Committee members online, in the same manner 
as the Register of Gifts and Hospitality.  The Borough Solicitor confirmed that 
this proposal was already under consideration and that it was likely that such 
approaches would be published on the webpage once declared, although it was 
unlikely that it would be possible to make the declaration forms themselves 
available online. 
 
Meeting start times 
 
Following a proposal by the Borough Solicitor, it was agreed that the start time 
of future meetings be brought forward to 7.00 pm.   

 
11. Date of the Next Meeting 

 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Standards Committee would take 
place on 26th March 2008.  Councillor Sneddon indicated that he would not be 
able to be present however and gave his apologies for absence. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 9.00 pm. 
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J MANN 
Chair  
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